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Principal’s Thoughts…

The start to the year has continued to be great

for our staff and students. We have now completed all of

our Fall NWEA standardized testing, and all classrooms

are well rooted in their instruction. Students have been

doing great in the classrooms, in the lunchroom and on

the playground. For such a great start to our year, we are

all extremely grateful. As the school year heats up and

gets busier, we hope that we will continue our smooth and

successful school year. A sincere thank you to all of our

parents who have volunteered with various tasks thus far

this year. We greatly appreciate all your time and energy!

I will continue to keep all of our families, students, staff,

and school community in my prayers as we continue this

great school year.

Cariina Parent App

As many of you know, we have a new

communication platform that we are using this year to

help improve our communication within the classrooms

and throughout the entire school. We have been working

behind the scenes to get this new platform configured to

our school, and have experienced a few minor glitches

along the way. Thank you for your patience as we worked

out those bugs and continue to do so as we get used to

Cariina. Many of you have probably received some

communications through Cariina already. We are now to

the point where we can roll out the Cariina Parent App,

which will give you the ability to work through the app for

various tasks, as well as receive 2 way communication

from our school and from your teachers. After

downloading the app, you will be able to get push

notifications similar to your text messages, as well as the

traditional email. As we begin to approach the weather

season, and anticipate school closures, this will help us

better communicate urgent messages from the school, as

well as offer a variety of other functions we will soon

begin using more frequently. You will soon be emailed your

login credentials for the Cariina Parent App. Once you

receive this email, please navigate to your app store and

download the Cariina Parent App. It will look like this:

You can then login into your account and begin learning of

the different functions Cariina has to offer. Attached to

my newsletter is an informational guide for working within

the app. A helpful video about the app can also be viewed

by clicking HERE. As the school year continues, I will

continue to show and explain different functions of this

platform that will help our day to day operations within

the school and improve the communication between our

school and our parents. Thank you again for your patience

and as always, if you have any difficulties, we are always

willing to help here at the school. Feel free to stop in

anytime!

Lunch Prices $$

I am happy to announce that we have been the

recent recipient of a generous donation through the Pulte

Foundation. This donation is going to be used to help us

offset the cost of our student lunch prices. Effective

November 1st, 2022, student lunch prices will be reduced

to $3.75 per lunch. All other facets of the lunch program

will remain the same (provider, breakfast prices, ordering,

etc.) for the time being. Pizza prices will also remain the

same at this time. We hope that this donation will help

our families have a more affordable lunch option at our

school. We are extremely grateful to the Pulte

Foundation for this generous donation and for helping

support our school in other ways as well.

Thank You Harold Borowicz!

A great big thank you to Harold Borowcz, Don

Socolovitch, and the other crew members that helped

assemble the new sheds at Bishop Baraga. We are so

incredibly thankful for the countless hours of work that

went into this project.

https://vimeo.com/showcase/9878435
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Calendar Preview

10/17/22 - Girls Basketball Away @ Harbor Light

10/19/22 - Lego Club 3-4 pm

- Boosters Meeting 6 pm

10/20/22 - Mass @ BBCS 8:15 am

- Running Club 3-4 pm

10/24/22 - Girls Basketball Away @ Harbor Light

10/26/22 - Student Photos Pk4-7th

- Lego Club 3-4 pm

10/27/22 - Mass @ BBCS 8:15 am

- Pk3 Student Photos

- Children’s Choir 3-4 pm

10/28/22 - NO SCHOOL for K-7 Students

- Preschool 4’s Still In Session

10/31/22 -Halloween Parade @ BBCS 1:30 pm

11/1/22 - Holy Day of Obligation (All Saints Day)

- Mass @ SMSC 6 pm

- Liturgy of the Word Service @ BBCS 8:15 am

11/2/22 - Lego Club 3-4 pm

- Children’s Choir 3-4 pm

11/3/22-11/4/22 - NO SCHOOL @ BBCS (Teachers

Away to PD Conference)

NEW Interactive Boards

Recently, our school has upgraded some of our

technology thanks to the EANS money that has been

made available to our school. One of those updates has

been to purchase new interactive, touchscreen

Promethean Boards for grades 1, 2, and 3. Although

these boards will be utilized throughout our school, they

have replaced the Smartboards that we used to have.

Our teachers will be receiving professional development

throughout the year to better understand how to use

these boards. We are very excited to see the many

features it has to offer to better our instruction and use

this new technology within our classrooms. Be sure to

ask your student about new, fun activities they get to do

on these new interactive boards!

Leveled Learning

Now that testing has concluded and we have

started leveled learning for our students in grades 2-4

and continue to implement leveled learning in grades 5-7.

All of our teachers and students have done a remarkable

job of helping students transition classes and accept new

students within their classes. Thank you to our students

and parents for trusting us to make the best educational

decisions for our students and continuing to support our

academic programming to give the best quality education.

General Reminders

● Remember that after attending a meeting or

performing a volunteer activity within the school,

to go to your Parent Portal to log your volunteer

hours for this school year.

● If you have not done so already, please be sure to

sign your 2022-23 Parent Forms through our

website. Simply click HERE to access our page.

● If you are interested in a RaiseRight (formally

known as SCRIP) class to better understand

how to use this tuition-saving program, please

contact Ann and sign up for future classes being

held here at the school.

● The Tromble Scholarship has been extended until

further notice. If you are new to our school, an

active practicing Catholic, please consider

applying for the Tromble Foundation Scholarship.

More information can be found on our website.

● There is still time to order your wreaths and

cranberries! Please contact the school office or

visit our website if you are interested.

● Attached you will find a flier for the CPR

Parishes Bingo Night Fundraiser. Be sure to

check out this fun activity!

● Also attached is a personal invitation to join Kim

Socolovitch for Faith Formation. Kim has a

wonderful approach to help strengthen your faith

life. We hope to see you there!

https://www.bishopbaraga.com/resources/forms-documents/
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Breakfast Program

Our breakfast program is up and running now. If

your student would like to have breakfast at school, they

are welcome to do so for $1. On Mondays, Wednesdays

and Fridays, cold breakfast will be served. Cold breakfast

includes cereal, breakfast bars, fruit, etc. On Tuesdays

and Thursdays, Mrs. Ptasnik will be trying different

breakfast items throughout the year. Be sure to check

the menu each week to see what she is serving on those

days. We are encouraging everyone to still order

breakfast when they know their student is going to be

having it. This helps us with our preparation for each day.

However, if you forget, please send your child with a

dollar, or your account can be charged at a later time.

Thank you to Mrs. Chapman for volunteering in the

kitchen, as well as Mrs. Ptasnik for all her time and

energy in our cafeteria. Also, a thank you to Ms. Brenda

for stepping in and helping with the breakfast program in

the recent weeks. If you have any questions about

breakfast, be sure to contact us at your convenience.

Athletics & Extracurriculars Update

As the school year gets underway, many of our

school sports and extracurricular activities have been in

full swing.

Lego Club has been a great success for our

school. A huge thank you to Straits Area Federal Credit

Union and Baraga Helping Hands for helping supply the

legos to get this club started. And a big thank you to our

parent volunteers for helping make this club a hit!

Students in grades 1-4 have been enjoying each week of

lego club and we are very excited to see the fun that the

kids are having.

Girls Volleyball ended their season this week

with their Alumni Game and Mother-Daughter game.

The girls had a successful season under volunteer coach

Mrs. Maxwell. The girls have represented our school

very well, and have been very fun to watch this season.

Way to go girls!

Children’s Choir has been meeting each month,

and has done a tremendous job singing at Masses each

month. We have also had much more participation at our

school Masses, which is so wonderful to hear.

Boys Basketball will soon begin and we are

excited to announce that the boys basketball coach will be

Mr. Earl Parsons. Practice begins this week for the boys

and girls basketball teams. Due to an increased interest in

girls basketball, we now have enough to have two teams, a

boys team and a girls team. The girls team is still

currently looking for a coach. Coach Parsons will coach

the girls intermittently until we are able to find someone

to fill this vacancy. If you are interested or know someone

who would like to coach our middle school girls basketball

team, please contact Kayte Schryer as soon as possible.

Current Volunteer Opportunities Available!

★ Education Foundation Mailing Prep

★ Cardboard Recycling

★ Sorting Cans with Helping Hands

★ Classroom Parties

★ Girls Basketball Coach

★ Helping with After School Clubs

★ Wreath & Cranberry Pickups

★ Assist with Upcoming Fundraisers

★ Get involved with one of our Boards

○ Boosters

○ PTO

○ Marketing

○ Advisory

○ SCRIP (RaiseRight)

If you are interested in joining one of our school boards,

please click the link below to be sent communications

about meeting dates and board details.

CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP

For more information about one of these volunteer

opportunities, please feel free to contact the school

office at 231-627-5608.

https://app.cariina.com/ticketing-live/web/6318b83472bf240025ab9cb6
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A Note from Fr. Duane

November 1 is All Saints Day.  It is a Holy Day of

“obligation” which means Catholics are “obliged” to attend

Mass and give thanks to God for being part of the

Communion of Saints through our Baptism. Though there

will be a Scripture Service at Bishop Baraga, it does not

substitute for Mass.  It is to prepare our children for

Mass on this Holy Day.  Therefore, Catholic families are

expected to make every attempt to attend Mass at one of

our churches, most likely the 6pm Mass at St. Mary/St.

Charles in Cheboygan.  Then, everyone can go home and

enjoy their Halloween candy they received in preparation

for this Holy Day for all Hallows, or all Saints.

Check Out What We’ve Been Up To…
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