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Welcome Back!

A warm welcome to all our families as we

approach the 2022-23 school year. We are so very

happy to have you back for another year at Bishop

Baraga Catholic School. To our new families, we welcome

you to our Baraga family and community. To our returning

families, thank you for your commitment to our school as

you return for another year. We are very excited for this

year, with lots of great additions and changes to our

school that will make this school year our best yet! As we

approach our first full year of programming in our building

since 2019, we are very excited to give our students and

families a full year of academic and extracurricular

programs, along with some great community events.

To kick off our school year, we will be hosting our

annual back-to-school ice cream social on Thursday,

September 1st from 4:30-7 pm. Please see the attached

Ice Cream Social flier for more information regarding that

event. I look forward to being able to see you all very

soon to share more about the great things we have to

offer this school year!

Calendar and School Day

Included is a copy of our 2022-23 school

calendar. Please know that with all calendars, dates are

very much tentative and will be confirmed in our weekly

and monthly newsletters, as well as on our website

calendar. As changes are made to the school calendar, we

will always do our best to communicate those changes.

The first day of school for Baraga students will

be on Tuesday, September 6th, 2022. The school doors

will open at 7:30 am for student drop off. Students being

dropped off between 7:30-7:55 am should drop off

backpacks at lockers and make their way to the

playground. The school day will begin at 8:05 am.

Student lunches will take place between 12-1 pm. Our

school day will conclude at 2:50 pm. Students utilizing

public school transportation should make it a priority to

fill out bus forms as soon as possible so ensure

transportation is taken care of prior to the start of

school. Please refer to the 2022-23 Parent-Student

Handbook on our website for more information on

contacting the bus garage. Parents picking up their child

will be asked to wait in their vehicle in the parent pick-up

line as students are dismissed. If you need to speak with a

teacher or visit the office, we ask that you continue to

park and come in to conduct your business.  Teachers and

staff will be available by appointments from 3-4 pm. Due

to other academic meetings taking place, we kindly ask

that parents wishing to speak with teachers set up

appointments directly with the teachers or through Mrs.

Couture in the main office.

HOT LUNCH IS BACK!

I am happy to announce that this year we will

offer hot lunch! Bishop Baraga Catholic School will be

partnering with Chartwells Food Service to provide hot

lunch to Bishop Baraga students. Chartwells also

facilitates other Northern Michigan schools such as

Cheboygan Public School, Inland Lakes, and Mackinaw

City. Hot lunch will be available for purchase

Monday-Thursday with pizza still offered on Fridays for

students. White milk will be included in all hot lunches.

Milk will also be available for purchase for students

taking cold lunch wishing to purchase milk. For more

information regarding hot lunch prices, please be sure to

attend the presentation at Ice Cream Social. The hot

lunch menu will be posted on RENWEB soon for parents

to view and order lunches for their students. Also on that

platform, pizza orders can be placed, as well as ordering

popcorn on certain Mondays.

If you have any questions regarding ordering

lunch or accessing the menu online, please do not hesitate

to contact the school office to inquire.

BISHOP BARAGA CATHOLIC SCHOOL
LEARNING TODAY,

LEADING TOMORROW
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Staffing Update

I am excited to announce that we are fully staffed

for the 2022-23 school year. All of our previous

teachers from last year have returned to their respective

positions, and we have added some new faces to our team

as well. Starting this year, Lisa Ptasnik will be working as

our lunchroom aide and supervising the lunchroom and

kitchen area. Ms. Haley Stempky will also be a new

addition for us this year. Ms. Stempky will be working in

the middle school teaching math and religion, as well as

elective classes. She will also spend some time in 2nd

grade. Finally, joining us for the first semester is student

teacher, Jordan Barette. Jordan is a Central Michigan

University student placed at Bishop Baraga until January.

Jordan will be working closely with preschool as well as

1st grade. Teachers will be welcomed back next week as

back-to-school teacher and staff orientation begins on

Monday.

Communications in 2022-23

Starting this year, Bishop Baraga faculty and

families will begin utilizing a new communication platform

that will allow for a more consistent, streamlined way of

communicating. We are currently in the process of

integrating the communication platform Cariina. Once we

have done so, we will introduce this to parents and begin

using the many features that will help us operate at a

more efficient level. We are very excited to partner with

Cariina to help bring better communication to our school

families. Continue to look for more communication in the

near future about this great addition to our school this

year.

Back-to-School Supplies

You can view your student’s back-to-school

supply list on our website at www.bishopbaraga.com. You

may notice that this year, the student supply list may look

smaller than in year’s past. Recognizing that school

supplies and materials are a major expense for school

families, we have made a conscious effort to provide the

essential school supplies that our students and staff need

for school. While we will always encourage families to

purchase their own supplies when needed, this was one

area we could help families save expenses. If you have any

questions regarding the supply list, you can inquire with

your child’s teacher at ice cream social or once the school

year is underway.

PTO Purchases NEW

ELA/READING Curriculum Resources

We are so grateful for our Parent-Teacher

Organization and the work they have done over the past

two years. This spring they were able to help our school

update our language arts and reading curriculum

resources. This was one of the areas of our curriculum

that was not only outdated, but also dramatically impacted

by the school building disaster. This update will bring our

curriculum newly updated resources with relevant, up to

date content, a full online platform of instructional

resources, as well as brand new materials for both

students and teachers.  Teachers and staff will be

working closely with the new curriculum resources

throughout the year and are extremely excited to

integrate these great new resources into the curriculum.

Thank you PTO for all of your effort, energy and

generosity.

Some Other Changes You Might Notice…

Earnie was given a bath and is

looking better than ever!

We now have new water-bottle

filling stations!

http://www.bishopbaraga.com
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Leveled Learning at BBCS

One of our greatest accomplishments over the

past years has been the addition of leveled learning to our

curriculum. This year, we will be expanding our leveled

learning program to grades 2-4. For those that do not

know much about leveled learning, I have included an

informational overview below. I will also be hosting a

presentation for parents to ask questions about the

program at ice cream social. This presentation will be

optional, but very much available to those wanting to

know more about the program. Over the past 4 years, we

have seen tremendous growth and success with the

program. Our teachers have worked very hard to

collaborate and create a flowing schedule for students so

that this program can benefit a greater number of

students and give our students the best opportunity for

academic growth and success.

SCRIP

Last school year, we were able to provide up to

$4,000 in student scholarships, much due to the fact

that our outstanding families were utilizing the SCRIP

program to its fullest potential. We hope to be able to do

the same this year, but we need your help! Each SCRIP

purchase that you make not only helps your own child’s

tuition, but also contributes to the SCRIP student

scholarship fund. The more we SCRIP, the more

scholarship is available to our students. So as this new

school year begins, don’t forget to…

“Save Big with SCRIP”

Parent Volunteer Hours

This year we are requiring parents to complete

only 20 hours of volunteer hours. These hours can be

completed in a variety of ways, both through the school

and parish. Logging your parent volunteer hours can still

be completed through the main office or through

RENWEB parent portal. This year, we will be working

with our new communication platform to better advertise

parent volunteer hours to parents so opportunities are

readily available for parents and easy to see in advance.

Opportunities will also be listed on the Volunteer

Agreement form that will be sent home with students

during the first week of school. While we understandably

recognize the juggling of busy schedules, we very much

depend on the outstanding volunteer work of our school

families to put forth the best opportunities for our

students. Thank you in advance for all of your time, and

volunteering that we are asking for this upcoming school

year.

NEW EVENT THIS YEAR!

As many of you heard last year, we will be hosting

various fundraising events throughout the year to help

raise money for the school, as well as our class trips. One

of our new events this year to help raise money for class

trips is our 1st Annual Cornhole Tailgate Tournament. On

Saturday, September 17th, teams of 2 can compete in a

bracket-style tournament to claim the title of Cornhole

Champs! Check out the flier below for more info!


